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On the general subject of military preparation he seems not to know 
his own mind. In one place he declares : " The United States does 
not protect its trade or its citizens anywhere in the world today. It 
shivers in war time and borrows of everybody else when it has a panic 
of its own. There is only one way to make trade, and that is to pay 
and protect " (page 120). And again : " The United States may be 
dwelling in a fool's paradise from the political, military and economic 
point of view." On the other hand, after recalling that the German 
ambassador at Washington asked who could question the right of Ger- 
many to take Canada and the British West Indies, and after likewise 
recounting what happened to Belgium, the author declares, "Uncle 
Sam only smiles and frowns, and the smile and frown are potential" 
In line with this assumed potency of the frown of unarmed America, 
the author also maintains that " for the United States to rush into the 
maelstrom of war, with organization of armies and the building of 
armaments, is to invite its own destruction." The reader is thus left 
in doubt whether Mr. Barron is a member of the Security League or of 
the Bryan non-resistance party. 

Perhaps the explanation of these inconsistencies is the belief that in 

some manner nowhere clearly explained, this war is to be followed by 

the age of perpetual peace whose advent idealists in the past have so 

often and vainly announced. 

Edward van Dyke Robinson. 
Columbia University. 

Economic Aspects of the War. By Edwin J. CLAPP. New 
Haven, Yale University Press, 1915. — xiv, 340 pp. 

Professor Clapp's study of the effects of European interference with 
our trade during the war has already received wide attention in the 
press. Starting with a brief statement of neutral rights as they were 
supposed to exist previous to the war, the author traces in detail the 
story of arbitrary changes of sea law that have marked the present 
struggle, and indicates in each case the manner in which neutrals have 
been made to suffer. Inasmuch as Great Britain has held the seas, it 
is chiefly with her infractions of the older rules that he is concerned, 
and his book has in consequence a decidedly anti-British flavor. 

It is Professor Clapp's contention that Great Britain's attempted 
blockade of Germany is, in international law, no blockade and that it is 
a failure so far as bringing Germany to terms is concerned. He holds 
that the losses entailed by British interference with both our export 
and our import trade have fallen more heavily on the United States 
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than on Germany. He maintains that Germany, under pressure of 
necessity, is developing substitutes for many articles previously exported 
from this country, so that the trade will not be regained after the war. 
He contends that the United States, as the most important neutral 
nation, has not only the right but the duty to protest effectively against 
violations of international law, and he urges that Great Britain should 
be brought back to the older practice by the threat of an embargo 
upon shipments of arms and munitions. 

It is an impressive list of interferences with trade that are here brought 
together, a list that will probably surprise any one who has not followed 
the commercial events of the past eighteen months with minute care. 
Whatever the reader's sympathies, he cannot fail to profit by this 
detailed study of the effect of war upon the fundamental commerce of 
our day. Nothing could show more clearly the manner in which the 
necessities, or supposed necessities, of belligerents inevitably result in 
neutral losses that run into staggering figures. While intended as a chal- 
lenge to the United States to assert neutral rights against the aggression 
of both belligerents, it may be questioned whether the book will not be 
most effective in its demonstration of the commercial necessity of avoid- 
ing war. Without undue sympathy for belligerent as against neutral 
claims, we may fairly doubt whether the changed conditions of com- 
mercial intercourse and of marine warfare do not lend more support than 
Professor Clapp is willing to acknowledge to the declarations of the 
warring nations that they cannot avoid interfering with neutral rights. 
If such be the case , the pacifist argument is correspondingly strength- 
ened. 

H. R. Mussey. 

Intervention and Colonization in Africa. By NORMAN DWIGHT 
Harris, with an introduction by James T. Shotwell. Boston, 
Houghton Mifflin Company, 1914. — xviii, 348 pp. 

Within the last few decades a new continent has become part of the 
world. So rapidly have events transpired in Africa, and so important 
were they in the domain of world politics, that history has hardly been 
able to keep abreast of them. Long since have we needed something 
more recent than J. Scott Keltie's Partition of Africa, published in 
1895. We have it in the volume under review, which forms the first 
of a series on world democracy. 

The introduction by Professor James T. Shotwell indicates that this 
series will pay particular attention to the rise of capitalized industry and 
commercial imperialism as new factors in international relations. This 



